Isolation of the defective gene in X linked agammaglobulinaemia For many years now, the human X chromosome has been one of the primary targets of researchers interested in studying inherited disorders and the gene defects which cause them. Because of the unique pattern of inheritance of this chromosome, which results in disease phenotypes mainly in males, over 100 disease loci have been mapped to the X chromosome, and its subsequent genetic and physical mapping has been extensive. Add to this the impetus of the Human Genome Project and it is hardly surprising that within the past few months a number of genes on the X chromosome, namely those involved in Menkes disease,'-3 hyper-IgM immunodeficiency syndrome,47 glycerol kinase deficiency,89 and adrenoleucodystrophy,l' have all been isolated. Also during this exciting time, the gene responsible for yet another X chromosome disorder known as X linked agammaglobulinaemia," 12 
